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● Forests are a strong defense against the impacts of extreme weather events. 
They also ensure a steady and clean supply of drinking water, purify the air, 
provide natural flood control and create a space of beauty for spiritual renewal. 
When forests are destroyed, converted to monoculture, or harvested to burn for 
bioenergy, all of these benefits disappear, and both the forest and the 
surrounding communities are greatly harmed.  
 

● Over the decades, tens of millions of acres of natural forests have been 
displaced by single-species tree plantations that are routinely sprayed with toxic 
herbicides and fertilizers. Remaining natural forests are degraded by logging. 
What were once large expanses of old, intact forests have been largely reduced 
to a patchwork of clearcuts, pine plantations and commercialized forests. While 
corporate executives and many landowners have acquired significant wealth 
from logging forests, rural communities living on the front-lines of the destruction 
have some of the highest poverty and unemployment rates in the country. 
 

● Along with a degraded landscape, these rural communities are burdened by 
pollution from nearby paper mills, toxic waste dumps, coal pollution and some of 
the dirtiest industries of the modern industrial world. Low-income people and 
people of color disproportionately suffer from higher than average cancer, 
asthma, and other health problems exacerbated by this pollution in their 
communities.  
 

● Wood pellet facilities, for example, are often approved quietly and sometimes 
discussed in closed door sessions, and there are few opportunities for public 
input. Those living closest to the facilities must then live with round the clock 
noise, increased traffic in their neighborhoods, and wood dust that triggers or 
worsens medical conditions like asthma. 

 

https://www.dogwoodalliance.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/03/The-Great-American-Stand-Report.pdf


● Tax breaks for logging and other destructive industries may hurt public funds that 
could otherwise go to schools, health care and other critical social services that 
support community well-being. 
 

● As Europe has become the world’s largest importer of wood pellets, the 
Southeastern United States has become the No. 1 exporter, at more than 5.5 
million metric tons a year, according to 2017 data.  Industry and government tout 
the wood pellet industry as providing “green, renewable energy jobs” despite 
scientific evidence that burning trees for electricity will exacerbate, not mitigate, 
climate change.  
 

● Low income communities and communities of color living in rural areas are 
among the worst hurt by the impacts of climate change, often lacking resources 
to evacuate or make ends meet until they can get back to work. Many of these 
communities are hit the hardest by extreme flooding, for example, which has left 
many homeless or otherwise financially burdened after having to flee their 
homes.  
 

● Climate action requires an unprecedented shift in our economy and society. We 
must move away from the consumption of carbon intensive energy sources 
through sustainable infrastructure, clean carbon-neutral energy, low carbon 
goods, services, and behaviors. 
 

● Clean energy, especially energy save through demand-use reduction, is one of 
the lowest-hanging fruits of decarbonization that we can make happen now in an 
equitable manner. Our leaders must encourage both energy demand reduction 
and spur on growth in the renewable energy sector, particularly for programs like 
community solar, which has both environmental and equity pay-offs. 
 

● “We must right the wrongs that have not only destroyed our forests, climate, air 
and water but also placed the burden on vulnerable communities that have 
suffered the most. By restoring the forest — as well as the air, water and climate 
— we can restore our communities, our relationship to each other and our 
morality.” - From an op-ed by Danna Smith, Executive Director of Dogwood 
Alliance & Leo Woodberry, Executive Director of New Alpha Community 
Development Corporation.  

https://www.dogwoodalliance.org/2018/04/release-environmental-justice-research/
https://medium.com/@dannadogwood/forests-climate-and-justice-in-the-southern-us-68202f80ce4d

